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I EVADA, one of the largest states in
the American Union, only five being larger,
but in population forty-eighth. Indeed, there
are ninety-seven cities in the United States
each containing more people than live upon
the 110,690 square miles which comprise
Nevada. Its population has fluctuated with
the rise and fall of its mining interests. It
nearly doubled between 1900 and 1910, but
in the next decade it decreased five and one-
half per cent. In 1920 there were 77,407
people; in 1930, 91,058, less than half the
number required in other states to entitle
them to one representative in Congress.
Nevada is called the silver state, because
of the wonderfully rich mines of silver dis-
covered there in 1859. California is on the
west, Utah and Arizona are east, Oregon
and Idaho are north, and Arizona and Cali-
fornia are south.
Surface and Drainage. The most of the
state is in the area included within the great
basin, and is the bed of an ancient sea whose
shore lines can be distinctly traced in a num-
ber of places. This basin lies between the
Sierra Nevada Mountains, on the west, and
the Wasatch, on the east. The average alti-
tude of the plateau is about 4,000 feet, and
upon it mountains rise to altitudes varying
from 1,000 to over 8,000 feet. The highest
point in the state is Wheeler Peak, at about
the center of the eastern boundary; its alti-
tude is 13,058 feet. Distributed over the
plateau and running principally in north and
south directions, are numerous smaller moun-
tain ranges, whose altitudes vary from 6,000
to 8,000 feet. In some sections there are
also ranges extending approximately east to
west. Many of the ranges contain passes,
and others have been worn away so that only
isolated peaks remain.
The state has but few rivers, and these
are small. In the northern section the Owy-
 hee flows into Snake Eiver and thence to the
Columbia. The Humboldt, rising in the
northeastern part and flowing in a south-
westerly direction for about 375 miles into
Humboldt Lake, is the largest river. In the
southeastern section a few small streams
drain into the Colorado, which forms a part
of the southeastern boundary. "With these ex-
ceptions, the streams of Nevada find no outlet
to the ocean. Most of them are mountain
torrents, which disappear on reaching the
lower levels, either in mountain lakes or in
swamps known as sinks.
There are a number of lakes. Of these,
Pyramid is the largest, with a length of thirty-
five miles and a width of ten miles. Lake
Tahoe, on the California boundary, 6?225 feet
above the sea, is, because of its altitude, its
great depth, the clearness of its waters and
the remarkable beauty of its surroundings,
one of the foremost of American mountain
lakes; it is visited by a large number of
tourists.
Climate. The climate is dry, mild and
healthful. Severe winds seldom blow; the
average temperature for January is about
28°, and for July, about 71°. The thermom-
eter occasionally falls as low as 30° below
zero and sometimes rises to 110° above, but
these extremes seldom occur. The state is the
most arid in the Union, the average rainfall
being less than 12 inches, and this is very un-
evenly distributed as to time and locality.
Most of the rain occurs between December
and May; the northern counties receive
double the amount received in other por-
tions, while in many valleys and in, the
southern part of the state rain seldom falls.
Irrigation systems are extensively employed.
Mineral Resources. Nevada is preemi-
nently a mining state, and its development
was due to the rich deposits of gold and
silver found in the mountains years ago. It
•was here that the celebrated Comstock Lode,
which at one time produced over $38,000,000
worth of bullion in a year, was discovered.
Numerous other rich mines have also been
located within the state, but when the most
valuable deposits had been exhausted, the
mining industry declined for a number of
years. In the year 1902, however, several
new mines were opened at Tonopah and Gold-
field, and this revival of the industry lasted
until 1919. Though there is considerable
fluctuation, the annual output of gold is a-
bout $5,000,000 and of silver about $2,000,-

